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are placed close together. The manufacture is a somewhat
special one, and is practically confined to certain works in
Yorkshire and Lancashire wholly devoted to it. The object
of the rubber facing to the cards is to give an elastic base
to the steel wires, thus imparting to them the desired springi-
ness. The rubber surface is sometimes of cut sheet and
sometimes of spread sheet, the latter being used both pure
and vulcanized. A good deal of card clothing is also made
nowadays in which the rubber is altogether dispensed with
in favour of a certain substitute. At the largo works of
Horsfall and Bickham, of Manchester, the whole of the
rubber used, both cut and spread sheet, is manufactured.
Here, as also at the Yorkshire works of the Card Clothing
Manufacturers' Association, the rubber is not masticated,
but after having been washed it is cut up into small pieces,
dried in stoves at a high temperature, and compressed into
a circular block by hydraulic pressure. The sheet subse-
quently cut from the block is of a lighter colour than
the sheet which has been masticated, and it is always
distinguishable from the latter by its peculiar mottled
appearance. By this mode of manufacture it is claimed
that a tougher and more durable sheet is produced than
where the rubber has to undergo the mastication process,
though the author is not aware of any reliable series of
tests which may be accepted as indisputable proof of this
assertion. In view, however, of the deterioration which it
is generally agreed that rubber Buffers in prolonged nuiBti-
cation, a primd-facie case is certainly made out for the above
contention. The use of sheet rubber in card clothing was
first proposed by Hancock as far back as 1828, leather being
the material commonly used at that period. It might be